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Given the equation for a sinusoidal wave on a string:  

 

 (   )      (     ) 
 

a) Let t=0 and plot y(x,t=0) on the graph below using a solid line. 

b) Imagine that a small amount of time has passed such that ωt < 2π, and plot y(x,t=t1) using a dashed 

line. 

c) The wavelength, λ, is the distance between repetitions of the wave’s shape.  Find an expression for the 

wavelength, λ, in terms of the angular wave number, k. 

d) The period, T, is the number of seconds between wave repetitions.  Find an expression for the period, 

T, in terms of the angular frequency, ω. 
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Continued from previous page 

 

e) The frequency, f, is the number of times the wave repeats itself in one second.  Find an expression for 

the frequency of a wave in terms of its angular frequency, ω.  

f) The propagation velocity, 
  

  
, is the speed at which a point on the wave (a wave crest for example) 

moves.  Find an expression for the velocity in terms of the angular wave number, k, and the angular 

frequency, ω. 

g) Find an expression for the propagation velocity in terms of the frequency,  f, and the wavelength, λ. 

h) The transverse velocity, 
  

  
, is the velocity of a string element moves in a direction orthogonal to the 

direction of propagation.  Find an expression for the transverse velocity, ,  
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A sinusoidal wave traveling on a string is given by the following function: 

 

 (   )      (     ) 
 

Let t=0 and plot y(x,t=0) on the graph below. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Let x=0 and plot y(x=0,t) on the plot below.  (this is called a history graph) 

 

 
 

 

Let    
 

 
 and plot y(t) on the plot below.   

 

 
 

 

 

On the plots above, label the amplitude, A, wavelength, λ, and the period T.  
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1.  Draw the history graph of this wave at x = 6 m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Draw the snapshot graph of this wave at t = 1 s.  This graph shows the wave motion at x = 0 m, and 

the wave moves to the right at 1 m/s. 
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A sinusoidal wave on a string has a period of T=20.0 ms and travels in the negative x direction with a 

speed of 30.0 m/s.  At t=0, an element of the string at x=0 has a transverse position of 2.0 cm and is 

traveling downward with a speed of 2.00 m/s.   

 

a) What is the amplitude of the wave? 

b) What is the initial phase angle? 

c) What is the maximum transverse speed of an element of the string? 

d) Write the complete wave function for this wave. 
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Two square pulses are traveling towards each other with a velocity v.  Wave 1 is initially on the left, 

Wave 2 is initially on the right.  Wave 2 is half the amplitude and half the width of wave 1 

 

a) Sketch the resultant waveform when the center of wave 1 is aligned with the center of wave 2. 

b) What is the resulting amplitude of the waves when their centers are aligned. 

c) Sketch the resultant waveform when the center of wave 1 is aligned with the leading edge of wave 2. 

d) Sketch the resultant waveform when the center of wave 2 is aligned with the trailing edge of wave 1. 
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Two square pulses are traveling towards each other with a velocity v.   

 

a) Sketch the resultant waveform when the center of wave 1 is aligned with the center of wave 2. 

b) What is the resulting amplitude of the waves when their centers are aligned. 

c) Sketch the resultant waveform when the center of wave 1 is aligned with the leading edge of wave 2. 

d) Sketch the resultant waveform when the center of wave 2 is aligned with the trailing edge of wave 1. 
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Two waves are traveling along a string: 

        (       ) 
         (     ) 
 

a) Using superposition, find the amplitude of the new wave.  The following trig ID may be helpful: 

    ( )     ( )      (
   

 
)    (

   

 
) 

 

b) Is the resulting wave a traveling wave or a standing wave?  Explain. 
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Two waves are traveling along a string: 

        (     ) 
         (     ) 
 

a) Using superposition, find the amplitude of the new wave.  The following trig ID may be helpful: 

    ( )     ( )      (
   

 
)    (

   

 
) 

 

b) What does the plus sign in the second equation imply about the direction of propagation of the second 

wave? 

 

c) Is the resulting wave a traveling wave or a standing wave?  Explain. 

 


